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Welcome to Paw Paw Middle School! 5
We hope that when you are done reading our hook you will §8
feel like you know us, like you just can’t wait to meet us! The &
BE GREAT Challenge started as an after school opportunity =
for any interested sixth grader. The word spread about the B
possibility of winning the challenge, and it soon became a
grade level project. We decided to write an alphabet book. &
The process went something like this: *
® First we defined Literacy, Citizenship, and
Healthy Behaviors.
® Next we brainstormed a list of activities,
programs, and events at PPMS that promote and
practice Literacy, Cltlzenshlp and Healthy
Behaviors. |
® Then we matched the ideas to a letter of the
alphabet.
® After that we started to research, and we
interviewed experts.
® We worked on our craft; writing interesting
leads, answering the reporter questions,
choosing relevant details and evidence, and
using figurative language.
® We had an editor’s group working hard to put
the ideas together and another group working
on images for each topic.
In your hands you have the final product, We Are GREAT ¥
From A to Z. A hook that celebrates our amazing sixth [
graders and recognizes all of the great ways we practice S8
Literacy, Citizenship, and Healthy Behaviors at Paw Paw o8
Middle Sehool. B




WE ARE GREAT FROMATOZ

Page Activity / Event / Program

a Athletics

b Book Chats

c Citizen of the Month

d Daily Gratitude Practice
=] Election Day

f Wolf Lake Fish Hatchery
g Give Books Get Books
h Happiness Quotes

i Intern Teachers

j Journals

ke Kindness

i Leos Club

m Media Center

n New Friends

o Outdoor Activities

p Pledge of Allegiance

q Quote Sandwich

r Re-teach Tuesday

s Student Council

t Tolerance

u . University Trips

v Veteran’s Day

w Winter Games

X X-Country

y Yearbook Club

z Zero Tolerance for Bullying

Created by Paw Paw Middle School Sixth Grade Language Arts Students
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| walked into the bleachers and sat next to my cousin Zoe. The game had just
started, and the first thing Zoe and | saw was Grace Will, #22, shoot a three
pointer, and | thought, this is going to be a great game. Ok so it wasn't that
great of a game, we lost by three points but it was still fun to watch. Here at
Paw Paw Middle School we have lots of fun athletics for boys and girls. Such
as basketball, soccer, cross country, football, tennis, track, volleyball,
cheerleading, competitive cheer and wrestling. Some of the teachers here at
Paw Paw are coaches, like Mr. Beaudry he's the 6th grade history teacher but,
he is also, the coach for the boys basketball team. We have games and
practices after school. Athletics supports healthy behaviours because we
encourage kids to play sports like football and basketball, because at Paw Paw
we want kids to stay active and healthy. By running and staying active we can
stay healthy and if we are healthy and stay healthy as a kid, we will be
healthy when we are older.
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Book Chat

| waked into LA and \ felt the cool air
on My skin and

looked at the greeting message on the
board. it said book chats and \ Jr’nouﬂ’n‘r
“what the heck is @ book chat? A book
chat is when You use the book Ejou‘re
reao\'\nj and share Your response. The
sharinﬂ last 30 seconds and read
silently. Book chats are great, because
everyone gets involved. Some of us do
it with our famiies and thetj love it.
Book chats are a great way to build
social skils, and it also heles with
‘|‘é|\dﬂﬁ with a b'tj group ot in front of
prople. The teacher gets to chose how
to teach readlnﬁ strategies. | think its a
fun way to do reao\\nﬂ strategies.we
have speaking and fistening standards
that we have to use. Then rny last
question was what do you learn the
rmost In @ book chat, You learn to be
realy 3000\ to each other and Just

3eﬁmﬂ alonﬂ. Alzo reao\'mﬂ and %al‘;:\nﬂ
about Your book is a like skil. This
reanﬁ heips other people want to read

too.




Ci‘rizen of the Month

I walked into the PPPS school board meeting at the
Administration Offices, and I thought, 'Oh god, I really can't mess up
now.T was so nervous, my legs felt like jelly, and I felt like I was
going to throw up! To calm my quaking nerves, I looked at all the
different faces, my parents, the superintendent, the teachers of
PPMS, and the whole school board was all there, waiting to award me
Citizen of the Month. This award declares that the student who has
been given it is a great student. Whether he or she is in 6th grade,
7th grade, or 8th grade, any student at PPMS can be awarded this
title of excellence. It happens every school board meeting. '‘How do
you get this award?’, you ask. Well, you can get it by just being the
best at everything you do! Joining after school clubs, being active in
your community, and getting good grades in every class is a surefire
way Yo get recognized for your efforts! Mr. Habra, our
superintendent, says, "This award gives PPMS an opportunity to show
our students are special. It helps all the students have something to
strive for." So, there you have it! This award gives a chance for all our
students to be great!




Dailg Gratitude Sentences

I walked into the big, white, warm classroom.

T looked up at the bright smart board and saw
big. black, bold letters that said, "please write

your gratitude sentence.” Ithought what
should I write and who should I write it
about? All of a sudden, a big WHOOOSH, came
and gave me goosebumps. I ooked at

everyone and they didn’t seem like they knew

what they were gonna write about. It was
2nd hour in E.L.A class with Mrs. Wilgten.
Everyday we write a gratitude sentence
about someone or something that happened
over the weekend, or an act of kindness. We
{earn about how to write sentences about
people and to not start with the same thing
everyday. We choose, “daily gratitude
sentences, because we should practice them
more.” Also, “we write everyday to
acknowledge a friend/friend.” We also use
daily gratitude because “it improves health,
and reduces stress.”The daily gratitude
sentences creates healthy habit to use for
rest of life.” Daily gratitude sentences make
Paw Paw Middie School a special place
because it helps us with our writing and
makes better futures for us if we want to
become an avthor.

| Nover Lot The thinge |
you WANT
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SHOWING
GRATITUDE IS ONE
OF THE SIMPLEST

~ YET MOST
POWERFUL THINGS
HUMANS CAN
DO FOR EACH
OTHER.

RANDY PAUSCH
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Election Daﬁ

| waked into the cafeteria, saw the computers lined up
3gainst the wal, and Jrhou\ca\'m’r who should | vote for. | £elt like
was stuck in @ small room with a b‘ur+ho\63 Paﬁﬁ- It was total
chaos. 't was election da\j at Paw Paw Middie School, A bilion
kids were fined up to vote for president, vice president, state
representative and more. The room was bu%%'mﬁ with
excitement, on Movember fourth when aduits are voting kids
at Paw Paw Middie School are voﬂng too. This heles the
students prepare for real voﬂnﬂ and it shows students how
voting works. For example, at the end students even get \
voted stickers', our school is special because we are the oniy
school in the area that has election daﬁ' Paw Paw Middie
School hopes to have a longer line for election daﬂ next year.
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F'\% Ha+chex\i

On a cold, '(:033\* Octolbev w\ovn'mrj, T
walked nto Science class, T saw Mys,
Lavson 9+anAin3 at hev desk with hev
coot on. Thats when T vewewmbeved that
we weve aoing to the €ish hatchery. When
T walked out on to the dawmg 3~ra"79 the
cmell o€ €ish ovevwhelwmed we. Then we
leavned about the €ich and €ed thew.
Then we left. When we aot the Salwon,
we did a wyiting albout how they look and
what we leavned in the €ich hatchewy.
The Salmon in the classveoom 16 about
+eachin3 vs alout how €ich chanae, and
how wany typically survive. What the €ish
hatchevy does i they protect the
£i%h. This wmakes Paw Paw Middie School
Sgecial because we ave one of the vewvy
€ew SChools who cje'% to 90 to the €ich
ina“\'dne\rq ond aet the salmon. The South
Haven Steelheads €und Us the €ish tank
and other things to keep the €ish n a
safe and clean envivonment. They do this
S0 we can leava Yo ageveciate the
enVivonment and leavn wove about €ish.
MyS. Lavson Says that in the Spving we
velease the €ish into the Paw Paw viver
and hoge they €ind their Certile Steeam.
In the classvoom later that semestev
we glayed a Salmon Suvvival aowme. Only
one gevSon SUvvived, the aame wade we
vealize that only a €ew Salmon wake it
Yo their €evtile stveam. We leavn wove
evevy day, like that the €ish hatchevies
_'30\0 5 wot by any means easy. Bvewy day
we see Mvs. Lavson ve-€illing the tank ov
{eedintj thew. The €ich €ood doesnt
Smell that aood either. To watch the
€ich grow vom eqaq Yo €vy 15 an
excellent exgevience and any School would
be weky to oe ouvs.




Give Book Get Books

[he 6th grade students brought so many books that if looked like a book fair! There were
niles and miles of Books on tables all down the hallway. When i saw it I thought “Aw Crap!”
[hat was the day I got back from being sick, and that was also when the GBGB (Give Book
Get Book) event happened. Give Books Get Books is a frading system that we did in
anquage arls. Students brought exira books so if a studenf was absent from school they could
still get a book. “What if you brought in more than one book?” You're probably asking. You
would get a second choice of books. You could only get two books but you can give as many
as you wanted. Each student gels a tick for each book they trade in. You could also give a
licket, for gelting a book, fo someone who didn’t give a book or couldn’t, AK.A mel

The give books get books is like a like a library, without having fo refurn them!” A Mystery
teacher said this about this fopic: “The students gave books fo other kids and that helps spread
kindness around the school.” “The project provided fresh books for students, which keeps us
interested in reading.” Students show cifizenship by recycling their books. Paw Paw Middle
School is special because it is the only school that recycles books for students like this.




< HAPPINESS P

HaPPinesr; Quote

on the First day of school when |

walked into LA. | read what was

written on the smartboard and it

was fitled "Happiness Quote," and

when | read it | thought why is this

in LAZ A happiness quote is a

saying that was made by someone

that makes you Feel good. All of

the students in Paw Paw Middie

School read the happiness quote.

When we go to LA the plan for

the day is written oh the board so

our teacher, Miss. Wi!+ﬂen chooses

two people to read the smart

board and, the happiness quote. >

She was at the bookstore and she — ikes wolk

saw a book. that said Happiness & ?‘é‘)r@"}" -
Quotes, when she looked inside it :f :}H; I i: X ‘; Yo
ond saw there were 5 years ' e
worth of happiness quotes. This is
an act of healthy behaviors
because research shows that
when you focus on the good things
and not the bad things you will have
a good day and a restful night. The
hoppiness quote makes Paw Paw

Middle School special because no
other school does this. It mokes
the kids here hoppy and ready for
ahy task that comes our way.




EL

my name is

MR TAKEKNAGGS

As I walked into math, I saw a woman I have never seen before, and then I looked at
Mr.Crook and looked back at the “New Lady™ and thought “ This will be interesting™. Later
on, I realized that the new woman was Miss Mort. She would be the math intern for a
portion of the year. At Paw Paw Schools, our interns are from Western Michigan University
and they are completing their (ast year. To understand how much different itis to be in a
live classroom instead of a college classroom, they come here to do intern teaching. Usvally,
the intern teaches fully for about 2-3 weeks and then they graduate. To get more
information on intern teaching. my group and I interviewed the intern teaching program
coordinator Mrs. Reisterer (also the art teacher). When applications come in Mrs. Reisterer
looks at them and only selects the best so, we, the students, can (earn from the best. During
the process of selecting the best interns, Mrs. Reisterer, looks at the way the person uses
grammar, handwriting, word choice, and decides if the intern would be a good match.
Interns do a pre-internship before doing a full time internship. The pre-internship decides
if the intern really wants to choose this career path, or as Mrs. Reisterer quotes,”getting
their feet wet”. Paw Paw has a bigger number of interns (AKA a cluster site) compared to a
lot of other schools. When interns come in to different classrooms, the students learn other
teachers perspectives on teaching, rules, strategies, and get to be in an unusval
environment. Interns are like sponges, they stuck in knowledge about teaching. This intern
teaching program really helps our literacy by learning with other teachers so we can can
get different perspectives of other teacher’s ways of teaching.




Journals
Toke notes, record your ideas!
This is what we do at Paw Paw
Middle School. When | walked
into the science room, | saw all
the kids doing their starfers in
their journals and | Thought, |
hope we write in our journals
for the whole hour! Journals are
what we do our warm ups in, |
take notes with, and s’rudy for
quizzes with. All of the students
use journals in most of their
classes including: Science,
Language Arts, H'\s’rory, Math,
and Spanish. Journals maoke a
connection To \‘\Jremcy. because
‘rhe\/ help us with writing, and
how to format writing
Journals make PPMS special
because if we dont understand
something, we can just check in
our journals. No need 1o Talk
and get in trouble, just simply
look in your journal. That's
another reason why PPM3 is so
Specmm
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As I stood in my kitchen looking at our panfry full of food, I thought
to myself never in a million years can my family eat all of this. ThenI
5 remembered Mr. McDaniel saying something about a Food Drive. So I
%% ran to get a box and i filled it to the top with canned goods and boxed
¢ goods. It was a perfect opportunity fo reach out and show how kind
we are. In advisory class contests like this one are run by student
council. They teach us about citizenship, because you are donating
food to needy people in the community. Another activity To show our
kindness is the senior diner is Mrs. Fortin and the student council run
the activity. The food drive had over 1,000 donations. Activities that
promote kindness teach us about being grateful, and about how
helping others is important. At school the student council runs the
food drive. Student council goes to every advisory class and gets the
canned goods from every room. They find families that need food or
people to apply to help them so that they can have food for their
families.The food drive and showing kindness represents our school
by showing that we care about others.
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{eo’s Club
After a rouﬁh da\j of school | waked
into the briﬁhf haﬂwa.&j and | saw the
most beautitul and colorkul Sign that
had twekhe tons of gitter it read ‘leo's
Club'. The Leo's Club meets after
school in room 606 at Paw Paw Middie
Schoal with the eresident Mrs.
Anderson. The Leo's Club has 2y
students who hele the community, by
do'\nﬁ comrmunity services and rnany
events includ'\03 Lood drives, used

gasses drives, sPaﬁheHi dinners for

people that have cancer, Christmas
31%5 Lor teens, ‘r‘neﬂ make posters,
and fhea even sent food to 450 people
in need. This is the first year that
Paw Paw Middie School has had the
Leo's Clubl 1t is actualy the first Leo's
Club in the whole van Buren Counfa.
The Leo’s Club is part of the Lions Club
here in Paw Paw. The teos Club is
open fo all 6th, #th, and 8th Srade
students. Paw Paw Middie School
decided to create thig club because
most colleges accept students that
have done community service in their
past, T‘neﬂ also created the Leo's Club,
because not everﬁbodﬂ is athletic so
they created it so every student in
Paw paw Middie School can be part of
a team,
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>< Media Center

> I walk into the media center through two beautiful glass doors. I see the
< snowflakes falling to the ground because of the graceful wall full of windows. I am
>

frozen from excitement [ike gum stuck in hair. The whole time I am thinking to
myself, “wow, these years will be great.” Mrs. Breen has a job as a librarian. She has
many roles, she will check out books for more than 300 kids, she manages the
computer lab, orders new booKs for the media center, Reeps inventory of all the
books, reserves the computer lab, and does an after school program. In the media
center they have books ,computers and they even record the afternoon

announcements, One thing that we do in the media center is Caught Tickets, teachers

E

b

give out caught tickets to students who are working hard, when you get one you go
to the media center and get candy. In the media center we promote literacy, we have
to be quiet for others around us and there are no food or drinks allowed. Some cool
things about the media center are there is a big screen TV for different activities,

- [aptop carts are stored in the media center, and there are more than 9,000 books! We
' fave supplies such as scissors, glue, and colored pencils. We also fiave magazines, we
- are able to display projects on the shelf, and we have Mrs. Andersons drop box who is
the school counselor. The media center is a beautiful place, which makes Paw Paw
Middle School Special, because students are bewildered, happy, proud, and excited to

~ go there and read.
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New Friends

Hre you having trouble with
finding new friends? Yaou
would not have that problem
at Paw Paw Middle
SchoollPPMS). We have
multiple ways to find new
Friends. If you are looking to
make new friends you can
Join what we call the Peer to
Peer program. In this program
Uou eitherarealink or a
student. Links are the
students who help the
mentally challenged, misfit
Kids who are getting behind
on work, or some who want
students help on their
work.The program is
managed by Mrs.Anderson
our school guidance
counselor. She says “ | love
the program and it is a great
way to find new friends”.
They meet every Thursday at
advisory time in a unknown
special room.This is a great
Healthy Behavior because it
makes the kids some new
Friends and guides in our lives
to a better life. we were the
First school in \van Buren
county to start this

program.Thats why it makes
us special.
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Outdoor Activities

As | 'step out onto the back parking lot | see everyone else running around enjoying themselves 7
fne playground and the grass, | start to think "How much nicer can a day outside during recess get? " |
Saw Paw Middle we have lots of exhilarating outdoor activities that are as fun as an amusement “ 3
X ride, and that makes it fun for all students, even the teachers and para pros that help outl Some |
‘hese activities include recess and gym. Gym, or as some people call it PE. (physical education). is one - |
;s period fo practice weight lifting, sports, and aerobics. If you try your hardest you could be as ) E

2some as a pro. The teachers at Paw Paw that teach physical education include MrslLassiter and
Northuis. For recess we get to go out o the back parking lot and run around on the flelds of grass,
we get fo play on the miniature playground that is just the right size. For gym. if the weather is
2, on fridays we run the mile run on the frack by the playground This benefits us even if we feel it's
© a waste of time, and it gets us 1o exercise even if we don't want fo. When the weather is nice and
rm like a tropical island, any of the students that want to go outside for recess get to go to The
vground for the last fiffeen minutes of our lunch period. We do this because having recess helps us
ctice healthy behaviors, it also makes Paw Paw Middle School one of the most special schools out
re. Even MrNorthuis said that Paw Paw Public Schools has a unique luxury because not all schools
to have much physical activities, and much less gym. As some people don't know that being active
playing sports can increase your GPA. Meaning that physical education and physical activities are
;d f‘or you and your mind, and sometimes having physical activities at school can motivate the youth
be more active outside what their doing inside school. If the youth is more active inside and outside
school, it will keep ther physically and mentally more healthy. As Mr. Northuis said when |
erviewed him "Healthy living, strong mind” Healthy living means you have to be active and not be
v and lay around all day, but that doesn't mean you have 1o be active all the fime because it's okay
pe relaxed t00. In gym class we sometimes have days where we don't do as much as the day before
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make sure we don't get sore or work ourselves t0o hard, so were being active and being a little -

axed 100. Having things like multiple types of gy, choice of recess, mile runs, and open fields o run E
yund makes this school special. It's not just that we have gym and recess and other people don', it's ~ 4
“ause we get 1o have the pr'\vneges of all these Thmgs Toge’mer mjus’r one schoo\ So that is what \%\ é
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Pledge of Allegiance

In the morning the class stands up.
We all start to say the pledge, I think,
“this has become strangely
natural...”. At Paw Paw public
schools, it has become a custom to
say the pledge of allegiance. Every
morning, about three to four
minutes after the bell rings, the
announcements come on and they
say, “would you all please rise for the
pledge.”Then, we do what comes
naturally. After the pledge, we all sit
down, and get back to work. Before
this year, the middle and high
schools didn’t say the pledge. But the
sixth grade social studies teacher Mr.
Beaudry, thought that we should say
it, because its patriotic and teaches
children to honor America. During
our interview with Mr. Beaudry, he
said things like,” It shows a common
bond between all students by
showing respect to our country.” I
think that the pledge of allegiance is
special to Paw Paw because not every
school says it, and here we think that
every school should.




| introducing  §
the quotation

Explanation following
the quotation

Quote Sandwich

YUMMYIIII Tt is just like eating a regular sandwich.
The 6th graders in Paw Paw Middle School are learning about Quote Sandwiches.
We are learning about quote sandwiches, because it is a high school and college
strategy. We work with them when we are writing a summary of a book, or movie.
We mostly use quote sandwiches in L.A. class. Quote sandwiches benefit us too.
The way it benefits us is that it is a writing strategy that allows us to organize
our writing. It also helps you put your writing in order from first to last. A quote
Sandwich is a organising strategy that goes like this: "Introduce it”, "Quote it",
and 'Explain it". The “Introduce it" section is where you introduce what you are
going to write about. The "Quote it" section is where you write an important
quote on that topic. The "Explain it" section is where you explain the importance
of the quote, (why that quote is important). The Quote section is really the most
important part of the Quote sandwich, you can learn a lot about people from
quotes. It is linked to literacy because it is a strategy that you can use in
highschool and college. The Quote Sandwich makes us extra special because it is
a high level thinking strategy that we learned at a young age. The Quote
Sandwich is the super summary saver!




Reteach Tuesda vis.

As | turn the corner | see the
Reteach Tuesday page on the wall,
as | walk over | see my name isn't
highlighted. The list helps remind
us if we go to a certain teacher's
room to work. Students work in
small groups to do makeup worlk,
reteke a test, or do enrichment
activities. IF we need help on a
subject that teacher will pull us to
his/her room, otherwise we go to
the cafeteria during Advisory. It is
between 6th and 7th hour, @ time
that we can work on homeworlk,
other activities, and read
silently.To learn more about
Reteach tuesday | interviewed
Mrs. Patzkowsky. She said that
Reteach Tuesday helps kids get
better grades and enjoy school
more. Research proves that kids
who like school have a better
attendance rate. Our school
thinks Reteach Tuesday helps
build healthy behaviors because it
exercises getting our work done
as soon as possible instead of
procrastinating. Reteach
Tuesday/Advisory makes Paw
Paw Middle School stand out,
because not every school gives
kids a chance to improve grades or
work on homework during school
hours. AFter learning all of this |
really thought Reteach Tuesday
was more than it seems, like how a
bruise seems like a little thing
when it is really & vein that has
been burst.

'wx 'IIP'TIIIS MORNING

REALIZED IT WAS
ACTUALLY TUESDAY _

THINKING IT,WAS MONDAY

kit e ¢




Student Council

1 walked into my advisory class and saw a pote on the board that sai0
ye words Student Council, and 1 thougbt, what's Student Council? Student
ouncil is a completely student run organization. They bave meetings every
1onth, at 7am, op Thursdays before school. They organize fuy events for
he students benefit. Ms.Fortin, the Student Council Advisor, tries to let
he students have complete control over the meetings and the events they a:
1010. One of their biggest events is the senior dinver. Another event they
1019, possibly the biggest, is the activity pight. They set up a game iy every
Jlassroom, and you can win tickets to putin a drawing to win huge prizes
ike a flat screen TV! Because Student Council is completely student rum,
e students learn to be more independent. This lets Student Council plan

un events that matter to everyone!
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TOLERANCE
WHEN | WALKED INTO LANGUAGE

ARTS CLASS 6GTH HOUR, | SAW THE
BLACK AND WHITE PLAYERS WIN THE
GAME TOGETHER! | THOUGHT “WE
HAVE COME A LONG WAY.”” WE
WATCHED THE MOVIE REMEMBER THE
TITANS TO LEARN ABOUT TOLERANCE.
THE TITANS WERE VERY SUCCESSFUL
AND WERE NICE TO EACH OTHER IN
THE END EVEN THOUGH THEY HAD
DIFFERENT SKIN COLORS.TOLERANCE
MEANS ACCEPTING DIFFERENCES AND
CHANGING YOURSELF BEFORE yOU
CHANGE OTHERS. MRS. WILTGEN,
OUR 6TH GRADE LANGUAGE RARTS
TEACHER SAID “TOLERANCE IS NOT
EXPECTING EVERYBODY TO THINK
LIKE ME, BE LIKE ME, AND ACT LIKE

E.”” YOU HAVE TO PRACTICE
TOLERANCE JUST LIKE SPORTS SO you |
CAN BE GREAT AT IT. TO DO THIS YOUu
HAVE TO CHANGE YOURSELF BEFORE
YOU CHANGE OTHERS. SHOWING
TOLERANCE WILL GET YOU LOOKED up
TO AS A ROLE MODEL AND IT WILL
MAKE YOU FEEL GREAT! TOLERANCE
MEANS A LOT TO US PAw Paw
MIDDLE SCHOOLERS.
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UNIVERSITY TRIPS
As 1 jumped off the bus at Kalamazoo valley community college | saw the giani campus right in
{ront of me, and I thought to myself “1 want to go fo college some day”. At Paw Paw Middie .
school, 6th grade has the opporiunity to visit a college each year, 6th grade goes to KVGc, 7ih 5
grade to Kalamazoo college, and 8th goes to wmu. we visit universities to heip us plan for our
future. our school motto is... “college, career, and community ready™! we get to see what
degrees they offer, and the experiences they have. our principal Mr.mcbaniel and the PTO pays
for the trips.

We consider ourselves special hecause, we are the only school in Southwest
michigan that gets the opportunity to go on these Kind of trips. our school has 27 college flags
hanging up also we Have millions of plaques, actually one for each leacher (which is about 35) |
showing where they went {o college. These are to get us thinking about ail of the college
opportunities we and people all around America have 1o choose from. By doing this we practice
healthy behaviors and citizenship, because it prepares for life’s responsibilities.

My favorite thing about the trip was that all of the art displays were made from coliege
students. also | was grateful for our tour guides. they gave up their own time that they could
have used to study or help other students ,just fo give us a iour and show us around the college.
As soon as the tour was over myself and everyone else said “thank you™ to the tour guide. She
was very graleful to hear thanks. After that she waved and said “goodbye™. As you can see Paw
paw Middie School is a outstanding place io go to school. | promise if you come o our school you
won't he disappointed.
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Veterans Day
As I walked into the gym and up the
bleachers, I saw some
local veterans standing down where I was
looking and I remember thinking how good
all of us americans had it. As Paw Paw
middle schoolers to show we care, we spend
the day honoring our veterans. Veterans day
is not memorial day it a day where the
U.S.A. celebrates the people who have
served and the people who risk their lives
for their families and their country. The
veterans have the opportunity to come to
Paw Paw Middle School and walk to the
classes with their kids or grandkids. We
provide breakfast before school in the
media center for all visiting veterans. If
you brought a family member, who served in
the war, you had the opportunity to eat
with them. During our advisory we went to
an assembly to honor our veterans. At the
assembly the 6th grade choir sang the
national anthem and the veterans loved it.
One of the veterans shared his memories, I
remember what I thought and how I felt when
he said “ As I creeped up the mountain, gun
in my hand ready to fire, all of a sudden i
heard a blasting boom from afar. If I
stopped for nearly 1 minute longer I would
have been blown to bits.” After the
assembly Mr. Mcdaniel talked to us for a
little bit about his adventure in the army
and then we went back to our 7th hour
class. This day is special because we
worked together as a community to honor our
local veterans. we not only had visiting
veterans, but we also wrote to injured
ones that could not be here on this special
day. That shows some true citizenship!




The Winter Games
As I stood in the snow with frozen feet, all I saw was white, and
I thought to myself “we are going to crush the other teams”.We
go outside to the back of the school and start the games.We do
it for the bonding experience with our friends.We play the
games on February 12th. The games take place close to the
playground. The winter games are for 6th graders only. We play
tug of war, build snow towers, review the school year, and try to
find ice cubes in the snow. The winter games promote healthy
behaviors around the school, because students get to exercise.
They also improve our citizenship by having students get
together to play games. The winter games are special, because
how often do you see other schools with kids having fun in the
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XC/Cross Country
As1tied my shoes and stepped up to
the starting line I could feel the
blazing heat on my face asifa
volcano erupted directly in front of
me. I had butterflies in my stomach.
Cross Country is a spring sport
coached by Matt Kovach, and it is
held after school for any Paw Paw
Middle School student. When you are
running you will run on a trail
behind the middle school and
through the town. Cross Country
benefits PPMS because it is a healthy
behavior for the students. Itisa
proven fact that Cross Country gives

you a 33% less chance of getting ill. It B

is also a proven fact that cross
country helps reduce the obesity
rate, diabetes, and it can reduce high
blood pressure. Another thing Cross
Country can do is improve your sleep
habits. Cross Country is an
important activity at Paw Paw
Middle school, because it helps the
students stay healthy and f{it.
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Yearbook Club

I walked into the cafeteria and saw a sign on the bulletin board that said, “come
join the yearbook club sign up now” and I thought to myself, hmm that sounds super
cool, I think I will join. The yearbook club is a club at Paw Paw Middle School in
Mrs.Vandermolen’s room in the seventh grade hallway. Anyone can join the yearbook
club from 6th grade to 8th grade. The students meet together once a week to share
ideas of what they got. They take pictures of events in and out of school like the
parties after school, the winter games, events, clubs, etc.

The yearbook club helps students with citizenship by, making sure all of the
students have an equal opportunity to be in the yearbook. They work so hard to get
the yearbook ready at the end of the school year. Here at Paw Paw Middle School we
let our students make the yearbook by taking the pictures and designing the
yearbook. All of the students in the yearbook club have so much fun working together
as a group to make the yearbook more awesome than last year. This club is as cool as
a ice cube, since it gives the students a chance to do that work and put in their ideas to
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Zero Tolerance For Bullying
Have you ever been bullied? Have

you ever seen anyone get bullied? Even

worse are you a bully? Well, it's brutal! It

is like being bitten by a shark about a

million times! If you have seen it happen

it I'm sure it wasn't at Paw Paw Middle

School! Studies show that 14% of students ; :

have considered svicide and 7% have L Emie e

attempted it. To prevent this, there is R

zero tolerance for bullying in school at STO P

PPMS. You may see some staff or students |

wearing no bullying t-shirts on special B U L LYI N

days, and there are anti bullying signs in

and out of classrooms. We have

interviewed Mrs. Taylor for more info on

the project. If you are bullied or saw _ _

bullying, you fill out a pink slip which STAND UP » SPEAK (

will get right to Mrs. Taylor ASAP. All T e —

people involved are called to speak with [ EEENE NN S

Mrs.Taylor so the problem is solved. It is a

big middie school issue, and unfortunately

many students deal with it alone, making

it a bigger issue. “ when and where do we

do this?", you may ask. Well, it is a 2%

hour program and we will never

surrender to bullying! Everyone in the

school can help, just by filling out pink

sheets and not being butlies! If you have

never witnessed or been a victim to

bullying, you are very lucky! That is

because bullying is like animal abuse,

nobody wants it, nobody likes it, and

people are always trying- and often

failing- to end it. At PPMS we are lucky,

because we have the cure!
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